
8 and 7 tail feathers 1878 Morgan Dollar Varieties 

Quick reference guide 
 

8 Tail Feather Varieties (Original Design) 

• Produced early in 1878 before the Mint corrected the eagle’s tail feather count. 

• Total mintage: ~749,500 coins. 

• Key varieties include:  

o Standard 8 Tail Feathers (Reverse of 1878). 

o Numerous VAM varieties such as:  

 VAM-1 through VAM-14.x (e.g., Doubled Motto, Comma Feather, Alligator Eye, 
broken 8, Chip in Ear). 

 Some feature dramatic doubling, tripling, or die cracks. 

• These coins were struck with the flat breast eagle and parallel arrow feathers. [vamworld.com] 

 

7 Tail Feather Varieties (Corrected Design) 

• After the Mint realized eagles should have an odd number of feathers, dies were modified. 

• Total mintage: ~9,759,300 coins. 

• Major varieties:  

1. 7 Over 8 Tail Feathers (7/8 TF)  

 Transitional variety where 7 feathers were punched over the original 8. 

 Subtypes include “Strong” and “Weak” overstrikes. 

2. 7 Tail Feathers – Reverse of 1878  

 Flat breast eagle, parallel arrow feather. 

3. 7 Tail Feathers – Reverse of 1879  

 Rounded breast eagle, slanted arrow feather. 

• Collectors often distinguish these by the eagle’s breast shape and arrow feather orientation. 
[morgandollars.net] 

https://www.vamworld.com/wiki/8_Tailfeather_Morgan
https://morgandollars.net/1878-morgan-dollar-7-tail-feathers/


 


