1972 Cent Errors




Background

» Starting in 1969, production changes were made that increased the rate
of DDO (removed lugs from dies and hubs in die creation)

» In 1972, many variations of double die cents were produced in the first few
months. To add to this, after a few months, the US Mint considered the
master die to have failed and produced a second die around April or May
of 1972.

» All cents produced with from the second master die had minor doubling,
all mints were affected by this.

» Between 60-70% of all cents in this year are considered error coins.
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How many errors are there?

» PCGS & ANACS recognizes 9 DDO varients
» NGC recognizes DDO, no varients

» Wexler recognizes up to 26 DDOs, with pictures of each



Remedy of the issue

» After the 1972 batch, those lugs were reinstated, and the error rate
dropped



Price Guide - PCGS
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1w SUBMIT  STORE
Type 3, Memorial Reverse (Copper), MS Pr
PCGS#  DESCRIPTION DESIG 60 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
. e o oo sou
1972 Doubled Die Obverse th Affiliates  RB 250 325 415 450 575 800 2250
+ 350 425 485 625 1250 g
1972 Doubled Die Obverse h Affiliates | RD 300 385 550 675 900 1250 3250 23,500
+ 425 590 725 950 1750 9,000
1972 DDO, FS-102 h Affiliates | BN 25 30 40 50 60
+ 32 42 55
1972 DDO F§-102 h Affiliates | RB 30 35 45 65 70 |
+ 37 47 65 |
1972 DDO, FS-103 h Affiliates | BN 17 17 18 21 42
+ 17 13 22
1972 DDO FS-103 h Affiliates | RB 18 18 21 27 65
+ 20 22 32
1972 DDO FS-104 h Affiliates | BN 625 675 775 1450 2250 |
+ 700 1,000 1,600
1972 DDO FS-104 h Affiliates | RB 760 850 1050 1,500 2500
+ 900 1150 1750
1972 DDO, FS-105 th Affiliates | BN 60 65 75 100
+ 70 80
1972 DDO, FS-105 h Affiliates | RB 75 80 20 100 125
+ 85 92 10
1972 DDO FS-106 (033.56) h Affiliates | BN 20 22 26 37 20 175
+ 23 23 42 1o
1972 DDG F5-106 (033 56) h Affiliates | RB 26 30 40 75 10
+ 32 46 80 v



Deception & Counterfeits

» Since 70% of the population are DDO, only the major varients carry any
value due to the error.

» Online platforms will say it is a DDO, which is technically correct, but the
value is face for the billions that were minted.

» Due to the high prices, counterfeits have been found, all of them using the

wrong planchet (1983). Also, the previous date can still be seen under
microscope.



Counterfeit 1972 DDO
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https://doubleddie.com/384301.htm! (Wexler’s Die Varieties)

WWW.pPpCgs.com

www.ngc.com

www.anacs.com

https://www.pcqgs.com/news/counterfeit-1972-doubled-die-lincoln-cent

https://www.lincolncentforum.com/forum/forum/lincoln-cent-
series/general-discussion/32964-how-the-1972p-doubled-die-1-was-creatrd

https://www.nytimes.com/1982/08/22/arts/numismatics-doubleddie-cents-

highly-prized-mint-errors.html
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