
ALPHA
TWO ONE-YEAR TYPE COINS  

Born 1793 at the Brand NEW, 
United States Mint in Philadelphia

- Jeff Goodall, Dec 2025, EAC #7131



“ALPHA AND OMEGA”: Current Numismatic Chatter 
Due to 2025 Lincoln “Omega” Cent

• Greek Alphabet: ALPHA (the beginning), OMEGA (the ending)
• US Coinage

• ALPHA:  HALF CENTS AND CHAIN CENTS OF 1793

• OMEGA: LINCOLN CENTS OF 2025

• From the 1793 ALPHA to the 2025 OMEGA  
• 232 Years of Copper, Bronze, Steel, and Zinc (except 1815)

• 2025 Marks the Second & Final Time Cent Production Ceased
• First was 1815 (War of 1812 conclusion) –no large cents minted 

• 231 Cents Comprise a Complete DATE Set (1793-2025)

• 232 Sets Auctioned Dec 11, 2025 by Stacks on behalf of U.S. Mint



Stacks-Bowers “OMEGA Privy” Lincoln Cent Auction 
Lot 232, Dec 11:  2025, 2025-D, 2025 Gold “Omega 
Privy” Cents with Dies

➢Final Denver coins all struck on Aug 8, 

2025  

➢230 Philadelphia coins struck Sept 23, 

2025 by Acting Mint Director Kristie 

McNally

➢Final 4 coins struck Nov 12, 2025 at 

the Philadelphia Mint by U.S. Treasury 

Sec Brandon Beach

➢Lot 10232 with cancelled dies current 

bid $260,000 as of noon, Fri, Dec 5

➢Final hammer Dec 11, 2025 ???  



Tonight We Explore the “ALPHA”

• 1793 U.S. Liberty Cap Half Cent (Facing Left) (Cohen 2)

• 1793 U.S. Flowing Hair Cent, CHAIN Reverse (S-4 with 
Periods)

•Only $361.03 Worth of CHAIN Cents Produced 

•$1281.84 Total Face Value, 1793 Mint Production

• U.S. Population at Initial 1790 Census Completed & Released 
in 1793: 3,929,214

• 35,344 Half Cents; 36,103 Chain, 63,353 Vine & Bars, 10,056 Liberty Cap = 110,512 Total large cents

• 176.72 + 1105.12 = $1,281.84 



ALPHA: 1793 HALF CENT & CHAIN CENT

• The ONLY COIN Denominations U.S. 
MINT’s First Year of Production 1793
• Half Dimes, Half Dollars, Dollars 1794
• Dimes & Quarters 1796
• Gold ¼ Eagle 1796
• Gold ½ Eagle & Eagle 1795

• The 1792 Half “Disme” (French pron: 
“deem”) was struck (1500) in the 
basement of Philadelphia saw maker, 
John Harper



“ALPHA” First Year and One-Year Only Type Coin
The 1793 Liberty Cap Half Cent Facing Left

• 31,934 Mintage (Original figures of 35,334 incorrectly 
include 3,400 large cents)

• $159.67 Face Value for a Young 15 State Nation

• Four Varieties Cohen 1, 2, 3, 4

• My Specimen is a Cohen 2 

• Period between HALF and CENT

• Designer Disputed

• Breen States Henry Voight but possibly mint 
director, David Rittenhouse

• Bill Eckberg surmises Henry Voight

• Inspired by Benjamin Franklin’s French Libertas 
Americana medal by Augustin Dupre



The “Little Sister”

• Denomination Conceived by 
Thomas Jefferson in 1784 while 
in the Continental Congress

• 475 Certified – All Grades 

• 500-1000 Total Estimated Field 
Population

• One Year Liberty Cap Design

• 1793 Liberty Facing Left

• 1794-1808 Liberty Facing 
Right

• Liberty Cap & Draped Bust



The “ALPHA” – 1793 Chain Cent

• Mintage 36,103

• $361.03 Face Value for a 15 State U.S.

• 500-800 Estimated Survivors Today (All Grades)

• 4 Die Marriages of Chain Cents According to Dr. 
Sheldon S1-S4

• S-1 Wide Date, “AMERI” 

• S-2 Wide Date, “AMERICA”

• S-3 Leaning “R” in LIBERTY

• S-4 With Periods (after “LIBERTY” and “1793”)



PCGS 1793 Chain Cent, Periods
Genuine, G Details

• 15 Links in Reverse Chain Representing the 15 U.S. 
States of 1793

• 1787 Fugio Cents Had 13 Links

• LIBERTY Bust facing Right

• Henry Voight (Jeweler & Watch Maker) Designed 
Dies. No Coinage Experience.

• Public Scorned Design – LIBERTY in FRIGHT!

• Chain Intended to Represent State UNITY

• Public Interpreted Slavery



• Early American Cents 1793-1814

• 1949

• Dr. William H. Sheldon, 

• Sheldon Die Varieties Defined

• S-1 (1793) through S-295 (1814)

• “Penny Whimsy” 

• 1958

• EAC Revision by Dr. Sheldon

• “With the collaboration of Dorothy 
Paschal and Walter Breen”

The Early Copper Guide



An Early Forerunner to the 1793 Chain Cent
The Federally Contracted 1787 FUGIO CENT 

• Reverse Features a CHAIN of 13 Links 
Representing the 13 States of 1787

• Obverse: “FUGIO” – Time Flees (or Flies)
•  “MIND YOUR BUSINESS”, “1787” 

• Sun, Sun Rays (pointed or clubbed), Sundial

• Some with 4 Cinquefoils (ornaments before 
and after FUGIO and 1787)

• Reverse:  “STATES UNITED” or “UNITED STATES”, 
“WE ARE ONE”

• 3,517 PCGS Graded Brown



Early American Coppers 
(“EAC”) Club

• Publishes the popular “Penny-Wise” 
Journal

• Colonials

• Colonials

• Post Colonials

• Contract Issues (ex. 1787 FUGIO 
Cents)

• Half Cents

• Large Cents

• 2026 Annual Convention; CHARLOTTE NC 

• Airport Sheraton

• May 1-3, 2026
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