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INITIAL CONSIDERATIONS
• PRIOR TO SLABBING (THIRD PARTY GRADING), EVERY COIN WAS “RAW” – USUALLY PRESENTED IN A CARDBOARD 2X2 OR PLASTIC “FLIP” OR “ROUND”

• ADVANTAGES OF “RAW” COINS: 
• CAN EASILY REMOVE FROM 2X2S/FLIPS AND PLACE IN ATTRACTIVE FOLDERS OR ALBUMS, THUS MAKING THESE COINS EASILY SUBJECT TO “SERIES” COLLECTING (WHITMAN, 

DANSC0, LIBRARY OF COINS, CAPITAL PLASTICS, ALBUMS)

• DISADVANTAGES OF “RAW” COINS:
• IF STOLEN OR LOST, ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY AS YOURS ONCE REMOVED FROM A 2X2 OR FLIP – NO SERIAL NUMBER
• GRADING IS, AND WILL ALWAYS BE, SUBJECTIVE – SELLER SAYS VF35, BUYER SAYS VF25…
• MORE APT TO MISHANDLING 

• ADVANTAGES OF SLABBED COINS: 
• LABEL IDENTIFYING COUNTRY, DATE, MINTMARK, VARIETY, GRADE
• BETTER COIN PROTECTION FROM THE ELEMENTS (GREASY FINGERS, MOISTURE, SPILLS)
• AUTHENTICITY GUARANTEED
• INDEPENDENT THIRD PARTY GRADING (EASIER TO START NEGOTIATIONS IF GRADE IS AGREED UPON AND ESTABLISHED – STILL SUBJECTIVE AND NOT “SCIENTIFIC” OR ABSOLUTE!
• TPG SERIAL NUMBER <– GREAT FOR INVENTORY/SECURITY IF LOST/STOLEN, CAN VERIFY ON TPG WEBSITE

• DISADVANTAGES: 
• CANNOT BE EASILY REMOVED – MUST SPEND IT’S LIFE IN A PLASTIC JAIL CELL “SOLITARY CONFINEMENT”,  CAN’T DISPLAY INTO AN ALBUM
• LARGER FOOTPRINT – CAN PLACE 2X OR 3X MORE 2X2S IN A DISPLAY CASE RATHER THAN THESE LARGER PLASTIC RECTANGLES.



WHAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU?
• YOU SET PARAMETERS – BE REALISTIC - IT’S YOUR BUDGET – YOUR TIME HORIZON – YOUR SATISFACTION 
• SET REASONABLE GOALS – BE REALISTIC – 6 WEEKS OR 6 YEARS FOR A TIME HORIZON ON A GIVEN SET? 
• CHOOSE SERIES AND GRADES CAREFULLY THAT FIT YOUR BUDGET & SATISFACTION

• EXAMPLE: START WITH GOAL OF A  2-CENT COLLECTION (10 COINS, G4 $575) OR  A TRADE DOLLAR SET (17 COINS, G4 $3,856)?
• EXAMPLE: ARE YOU OK WITH CIRCULATED COINS (FAIR-AU) OR MUST THEY ALL BE MINT STATE (MS60+) ?  

• HUGE DIFFERENCE IN BUDGETING, EVEN WITH COMMON DATES (1907 V-NICKEL, JUST ONE OF 33 COIN SET,  IN G4 $1.10, MS65 $180.
• ARE YOU OK WITH REGULAR UNCIRC STRIKES OR WILL YOU INSIST ON  “FBL” FRANKLINS, “FH” SL QUARTERS, “FSB” MERCS, “FS” 

JEFFERSONS?

• CHOOSE YOUR COLLECTIONS CAREFULLY – FIND SOMETHING YOU LIKE – CAN BE ONE OR A COMBINATION OF MANY
• METAL BULLION ‘STACKING” (GOLD, PLATINUM, SILVER, BULK 90/40%); BY SERIES? BY TYPE? BY COUNTRY?  BY DESIGNS (PERSON, 

ANIMAL, ALLEGORICAL FIGURES, SHIPS, BUILDINGS)?, COINS? CURRENCY? MEDALS? TOKENS? HOBO NICKELS?  MARDI GRAS 
DOUBLOONS?, WOODEN NICKELS? ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES!

• YOUR GOALS? PERSONAL FUN AND ENJOYMENT? PASS DOWN TO HEIRS? INVESTMENT?   



SOME POPULAR PRIMARY METHODS 
• “SERIES” COLLECTING
• ONE COIN OF EACH DATE AND MINTMARK
• EXAMPLE: FRANKLIN HALF DOLLAR SERIES, 1948 THROUGH 1963-D:  35 COINS

• ATTRACTIVE IN DANSCO, WHITMAN, CAPITOL PLASTICS HOLDERS

• “DATE” COLLECTING 
• ONE COIN OF EACH YEAR (REGARDLESS OF MINT MARK),  EXAMPLE: MORGAN DOLLARS 1878-1921 =  28 COINS 

(RATHER THAN 96 COINS IN A SERIES SET)
• PROOF ONLY SETS (ONE OF EACH DATE, PRIMARILY PHILADELPHIA MIINT)
• EXAMPLE: FRANKLIN HALF DOLLARS, 1950-1963, 14 COINS FOR A COMPLETE PROOF SET
• EXAMPLE: WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLARS, 1936-1942, ONLY 7 COINS FOR A COMPLETE PROOF SET

• ERRORS & VARIETIES!  3 LEGGERS, DOUBLE DIES, RECUT DATES/MINTMARKS, 



“TYPE” COLLECTING
• ONE COIN OF EACH “TYPE”, REGARDLESS OF DATE/MINT MARK, RARITY

• NICE TO BE ABLE TO SEE-HOLD A LARGE VARIETY OF ISSUED COINS IN YOUR HANDS AND APPRECIATE THE HISTORY
• CAN SAVE A TON OF MONEY BY NOT HAVING TO TACKLE SCARCE/RARE KEY COINS – YOUR 1957-D RED MS-65 $8 LINCOLN HEAD WHEAT CENT  

WILL LOOK JUST LIKE A 1909-S VDB RED MS65 $5,400 LINCOLN HEAD WHEAT CENT

• STRIVE FOR BEST GRADE AFFORDABLE
• NOTHING WRONG WITH A BEAUTIFUL SET OF XF45 OR AU55 COINS (OR NOTES) VS PAYING 10+X MORE FOR MS63-65 (VERY TRUE WITH CURRENCY COLLECTING)

• CAN COLLECT BY:  
• CENTURY (FOR US: 18TH, 19TH, 20TH, 21ST), 
• DENOMINATION:  ONLY $5 GOLD HALF EAGLES; ALL CENT TYPES FROM 1793 TO TODAY, “DOLLARS OVER THE YEARS” (FLOWING HAIR TO 

PRESIDENTIAL)
• ONE COIN (OR NOTE) FROM EACH OF THE CURRENT 195 COUNTRIES (UNSURE IF ALL 195 ACTUALLY ISSUE COINAGE OR CURRENCY)
• METAL, ONLY SILVER? COPPER?  NICKEL?
• WORLD CROWNS, LARGE SILVER COINS MANY COUNTRIES ISSUED IN THE 1800S-1900S.
• “SO-CALLED DOLLARS” 

• COMMEMORATIVE STYLE DOLLAR SIZED COINS, SILVER, NICKEL, BRONZE, BRASS, USUALLY ISSUED BY PRIVATE MINTS, HISTORIC IN NATURE)



COMBINATION -- BEST OF BOTH “SERIES” COLLECTING & 
“TYPE” COLLECTING)

• GREAT INVESTMENT STYLE COLLECTION, MORE BANG FOR THE BUCK AT RESALE.  IN ADDITION TO “TYPE” 
COLLECTING AS JUST DISCUSSED, POSSIBLY CONSIDER:

• ADDING 1-5 “KEY” OR “SEMI-KEY” COINS TO EACH SERIES TYPE, EXAMPLES:
• FRANKLINS, 1948, 1949-S, 1951-S, 1953, 1955 = 5  COINS RATHER THAN ALL 35
• INDIAN CENTS: 1877, 1908-S, 1909-S  = 3 COINS RATHER THAN ALL 56
• WALKERS:  1916-S, 1921, 1921-D, 1921-S = 4 COINS RATHER THAN ALL 65
• LIBERTY HEAD V NICKELS:  1885, 1886, 1912-S = 3 COINS RATHER THAN ALL 33

• WHEN TIME TO LIQUIDATE OR RESALE, WHEN PRESENTING A COMPLETE SERIES SET TO A DEALER, OFTEN HE/SHE MAY PAY YOU FOR THESE 
KEYS AND SEMI-KEY COINS, AND CONSIDER THE REMAINDER AS “BULK” OR JUNK SILVER ß SOMETHING TO SERIOUSLY THINK ABOUT…



BEFORE SPENDING YOUR FIRST ZINC CENT…
• CONSIDER ALL WE’VE DISCUSSED TONIGHT
• RESEARCH & STUDY VARIOUS SERIES OF COINS – DESIGNS, PRICES, AVAILABILITY 
• THE ANNUAL RED BOOK IS A FANTASTIC STARTING POINT
• TONS OF INFO AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY ONLINE – PCGS COIN FACTS, NGC, NUMISMATIC NEWS, COIN WORLD,

WORLD COINS, ANA, SCNA, … EVEN OUR OWN LITTLE SUMTER COIN CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE… J !!!!

• BUDGET! & TIME HORIZONS! – VERY IMPORTANT TO AVOID DISCOURAGEMENT AND BOREDOM
• IF YOU FEEL THE “NEED” TO ADD AT LEAST ONE COIN EVERY WEEK, WILL IT BE A $10  COIN OR A $1000 MONSTER ?

• COLLECT HOW AND WHAT WORKS FOR YOU!   YOUR PRIMARY GOAL: ENJOY AND HAVE FUN!!!
• DO THE ABOVE AND YOU’LL BE “HOOKED” LIKE THE REST OF US!   THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TONIGHT.  QUESTIONS?


