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“Numismatics”  (or noo-miss-MAT’-
iks) 
 

• From the Merriam-Webster website: 
• WHAT IT IS: 

• Numismatics is the hobby of collecting money, such 
as rare coins or bills. 

• HOW IT WORKS: 
• Sometimes called "the Hobby of Kings," numismatics 
is not the act of hoarding cash. It is about 
appreciating the history and craftsmanship 
involved in the creation of coins and bills. The 
hobby requires knowledge of rare metals, minting 
processes, and, of course, history. 



“Genealogy”  

• Definition of “Genealogy”  
• 1. an account of the descent of a PERSON, family, or 
group from an ancestor or from older forms.  

• 2. regular descent of a person, family, or group of 
organisms from an older form : pedigree.  

• 3. the study of family ancestral lines. 
• Could easily replace “PERSON” with “COIN” or “BANK 
NOTE” 

• Very Similar in Functionality/Research – tracing coins 
or tracing people 

• “Pedigree” or “Provenance”– Terms Used Regularly in 
Numismatics 

• Ties History and People Together 
 



Some Reasons WHY We Collect… 
• Appreciation and Study of HISTORY 

• Everything from Ancients to US Colonial to Modern Times 
• Connecting Coins/Notes with Historic Events/People 

• FINANCIAL Purposes – Savings, Investment 
• Bullion Investment/Speculation 
• A Method of Saving $ 

• ART Appreciation and Study 
• GEOGRAPHIC Appreciation and Study 

• Collecting World Coins/Currency 
• Obsolete Currency and National Bank Notes: Hometown, County, State issues 

• SOCIAL Aspects 
• Coin Clubs/Organizations, Coin Shows, Specialist Groups (ex. SCC, SCNA, EAC, 
SPMC), Social Media 

• GENEALOGY Connections – what??? 
• Google, Ancestry.com, MyHeritage, etc. No longer confined to “hand-me-down” 
info 

• OTHER Reasons – Many Collect Due to Some Combination of the above 
Elements or for different personal reasons altogether 
 



A Somewhat Recent Aspect of  
My Personal Numismatic Journey… 

(which, of  course, anyone can do!) 

• Curiosity, Research, with “Goodall” Genealogy 
• Family Ancestral Records, today’s “Ancestry.com”, “MyHeritage”, 
other websites, and countless Google searches 

• When younger, often teased as the “chimpanzee” people… (today, 
I’m actually quite proud to share the same surname with Jane 
Goodall <-> unsure if directly related) 

• Lifelong enjoyment of Numismatics 
• Off and on for almost 60 years since about 1959-1960 timeframe 
(4-5 years old) 

• Woolworth “five & dime” Whitman blue folders, Red Book – ‘55 
double die, new reverse for the Lincoln Cent, ‘60 small date, 
1913 Liberty Nickel ($46,000!!!), end of 90% silver (1965), NEW 
Kennedy 50C (1964), New “Special Mint Sets”, – numismatics was 
ROCKING and often in the public news 1955-1965 

• Recently Combined TWO Hobbies and Increased the 
ENJOYMENT of BOTH 

• Exploring both Coins and Paper Money Connections to 
Family History 

• Some Fascinating and Interesting Personal Discoveries! 
 



Genealogy-Numismatic 
Discoveries!  Discovery #1 – 
John Goodall  farthing 1666 
• Me, (f) Will Edward, (gf) Earl Carson, (ggf) William 
Harden, (g2gf) Harrison Akin, (g3gf) John Turner, 
(g4gf) Parks, (g5gf) John, (g6gf) Charles  

• GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT 
GREAT Grandfather JOHN GOODALL 1636-

1720 
• MAYOR of Leicester, Leicestershire, England 1680 
and 1690 

• Had 11 Children with Sarah Row Goodall (7 sons, 4 
daughters) 

• Ironmonger 
• Issued his own “FARTHING” in 1666! – 

    
 

 



“Here’s Johnny!!!” … 
Plaque inside St Martin’s Cathedral, 
Leicester, England: 
 

“Near this Place lyeth 
ye Bodys of JOHN GOODALL 
late of BURROUGH & twice 
Mayor of the fame.  He 
departed this Life the 
8th of Aug. 1720.  Aged 
84.  And of Sarah his 

Wife Daughter of Abraham 
Roe Citizen of LONDON by 

       
 



1666 JOHN GOODALL “Farthing”  
(tradesman’s token) 

Leicester, Leicestershire, England, UK 

Obverse:  
Hand holding 
Glove  
GOODALL * IN 
* IOHN* 
 
“IN”= 
Ironmonger (?) 

Reverse: “G I 
S”  at center 
with 4 *s 
G=Goodall 
I= John 
S= Sarah 
1666 * * 
LEICESTER * 

The actual coin I 
received Saturday, 
July 28, 2018. 



John Goodall’s 1666 Farthing Pics 
#2 



John Goodall’s 1666 Farthing pics #3 

Slightly better 
pics of John’s 
farthing 



Discovery 2:  John Goodall 
1657 farthing  

• Iohn Goodall 
farthing  

• Of “Fowey” (“Fowye” 
on coin) 

• Dated 1657  



Discovery # 2  
• Perhaps to make things a bit more confusing, I 
recently discovered a SECOND “John Goodall” 
farthing, this one dated 1657… from “Dix, 
Noonan, Webb” (dnk.co.uk): 

• Lot 1082 
• Date of Auction: 16th March 2005 
• Sold for £180  {as of Aug 18, 2018 equivalent to $229.61 USD} 
• Estimate: £120 - £150 
• FOWEY, John Goodall, Farthing, 1657, 0.51g/12h (N 535 obv., 
different rev.; BW. 12). Rather dirty, otherwise fine and clear, 
rare (£120-150) 

• Footnote 
• PROVENANCE: 
DNW Auction 47, 8 September 2000, lot 375. 
 
John Goodall (†November 1684, aged 65) 

 



Discovery #3 – Herbert 
Whittaker Goodall • President:  Tradesmens National Bank and Trust 

Company  
• PHILADELPHIA PA 

• Charter #570 



Discovery 3 cont. 

• Tracked on Ancestry.com 
• Results:  NO apparent 
relationship 😭 
• Bummer!  😂. (Heirs in 
Florida and elsewhere) 

• Heritage sold this #1 
Uncut Sheet of 1902 
Plain Back $5 sold for 
$24,150.00 on Jan 6, 
2007  



Discovery #4 – Louis Bertrand 
Goodall  

• Louis B. Goodall 
• (Louis Bertrand 
Goodall) 

• President, The Sanford 
National Bank, 
Sanford, Maine, 
Charter #5050 

• Was also a member of 
the US House of 
Representatives from 
Maine, 65th and 66th 
Congresses (1917-1921) 

 “Uncle” Louie! 
—??? 👍 



Discovery #5 – Albert Gallatin 
Goodall 

Results of Ancestry.com tracking… 

• Albert’s Ggf “James” was the next older brother 
of my G5gf “John” 

• Albert’s G2gf was my G6gf , “Charles” who 
arrived in America America (from Leicester, 
England) in 1714 

• Albert’s G3gf was my G7gf, “John” from 
Leicester 

• Issuer - 1666 tradesman’s farthing 
• Let’s just call this gent…. “Uncle Albert”    
• Numismatic connection:  Bank Note Engraver! 

• Born: 1826 Montgomery AL –  Died:  1887 New York City NY 



And not just ANY bank note 
engraver!!! … 



Discovery #5 cont. – ALBERT GALLATIN 
GOODALL 

• Served as PRESIDENT, THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE 
COMPANY  

 
• Tenure as President: 1874-1887 (13 key years in the 
company’s history) 

• Early key bank note engraver (after serving in the US 
Navy) studied engraving in Cuba (hmmm… studying engraving 
in Cuba about the same time the CSA “Havana counterfeits” began 
to surface and circulate in the Confederacy…) 

• As ABCo President, he oversaw the merger with the 
National Banknote Company & Continental Banknote Company 
in 1879 – all forming under the name American Bank-Note 
Company 

• Instrumental in expanding ABCo’s contracts with the U.S. 
government in printing U.S. federal paper currency (Large 
& Fractional) as well as ALL U.S. postage stamps (1879-
1894) 

• Large portion of business included printing stock and 
bond certificates 

• Formed a virtual monopoly with the NYSE and Wall Street in this 
segment 

A G  G d ll t d E  d S th A i  t  d   
      

          
  

 
 



Example of ABC’s Work 

<- Signed “A.G. 
Goodall”, 
President 

25,000 Share stock 
certificate of the 
American Bank–Note Company 
Of 3rd December 1874 very 
early in Albert G. 
Goodall’s tenure as 
President 



American Bank Note Company  
NYC Building and Sample Products  



American Bank Note Company products during  
Albert. G. Goodall’s tenure as President 

(1874-1887) 



In Summary 
• Find and Explore YOUR OWN NEW WAYS to Get the Best Bang 
for YOUR Bucks 

• Combining Genealogy with Numismatics is only ONE way to 
further explore both hobbies and further ENJOY BOTH 
HOBBIES! 

• Be Creative with your Collecting Interests; 
examples (mix & match): 

• Historical Significance 
• Colonial/Revolutionary Period; Civil War; Famous Political Leaders; Various Ancient 

Periods or Country Issues, Events 

• Artistic/Thematic Designs – birds, buildings, animals, fish, 
allegorical figures, etc. 

• Geographic/Location – by home town/city, county, state, region, 
country, etc. 

• Collect by Series – Lincolns, Morgans, V-Nickels, France, Canada, Mexico, 
Ancient Rome, Early Coppers, Colonials, Classic Commemoratives, Proof 
Indians, Obsolete Bank Notes, Nationals 

• Denomination – fractional money (1c, 2c, 3c coins and/or currencies 3c, 5c, 
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