A unigue Collectible — Mel Wacks Counterstamps

Biography of Mel Wacks: Focus on Numismatics and Counterstamps

Early Life and Education

Mel Wacks was born in 1938 in New York and developed an early fascination with coins, beginning to collect
as a child. He studied electrical engineering, earning his BSc from the City College of New York in 1959 and
his MSc from NYU in 1962. After a decade-long career in engineering, he transitioned fully into the world of
numismatics.

Numismatic Career
Entry and Contributions

e Wacks began his professional journey in numismatics in the early 1970s with First Coinvestors,
eventually working with several renowned numismatic firms and serving as a consultant to
organizations such as A-Mark, PandaAmerica, and Superior.

e Heis along-time member of key associations, including the American Numismatic Association (ANA)
for over 60 years and the American Numismatic Society for over 50 years, where he is a Life Fellow.

Specialization in Jewish Numismatics

e A founding board member of the American Israel Numismatic Association (AINA) in 1968, Wacks was
significant in the promotion and proliferation of Jewish numismatics in the United States.

e He served as president of AINA (2002—2020) and was the editor-in-chief of its magazine, The Shekel,
from 2014 to 2020.

Literary Achievements

e Wacks authored the Handbook of Biblical Numismatics, a widely regarded reference on ancient Jewish
coinage, and compiled numerous articles for leading numismatic publications.

o His work has been recognized multiple times by the Numismatic Literary Guild and, in 2009, he
received the Presidential Award of the American Numismatic Association.

Jewish-American Hall of Fame



In 1969, Wacks founded the Jewish-American Hall of Fame (JAHF) at the Judah L. Magnes Museum. The
JAHF series, featuring over 50 different art medals, is the longest-running private medal series in the
world. The medals, designed to celebrate Jewish-American achievements and combat anti-Semitism, are
widely collected and found in collections globally.

Counterstamps: Artistic Impressions on Circulating Coins
Overview of Counterstamp Work

Since 1976, Mel Wacks has produced a distinctive body of counter-stamped coins, combining artistic
expression with commemorative intent.

e Over two dozen counter-stamped coin designs were produced between 1976 and 2016, representing
historical events, anniversaries, and notable personalities.

e Wacks' counterstamps were applied to coins from various countries, including the US, Canada, Mexico,
Great Britain, and Austria, incorporating contemporary motifs on circulating coins.

Prince Charles-Lady Diana 1981

Notable Examples



1915 Barber Half Dollar (Einstein): Counter-stamped with a portrait of Albert Einstein and an inscription
to honor his Theory of General Relativity. Limited to 100 pieces, each accompanied by a certificate and
a brass trial strike.

Sandra Day O’Connor (1981): Proof Eisenhower Silver Dollars stamped with O’Connor’s portrait and
the inscription “EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW 1981”.

Papal Visits: Coins commemorating papal visits, such as “POPE JOHN PAUL Il VISITS ENGLAND
1982,” were struck on British pennies and Mexican pesos, incorporating symbols like the papal seal.

1982 John Paul Il — England 1979 John Paul Il — Mexico 2015 Pope Francis — USA
Viking on Mars (1976): Features the inscription “VIKING | ON MARS JULY 20, 1976”.



e Thanksgiving Turkey (1976): Stamped on a 1961 Proof Benjamin Franklin Half Dollar with a turkey
image, referencing Franklin’s wish that the turkey be the national bird.

e Maria Theresa Taler Bicentennial (1980): Stamped with “BICENTALER 1780-1980” and a map showing
circulation zones.

e Moscow Olympics (1980): Features Greek runners and the Olympic motto on German 20 Mark coins.



o Lake Placid Olympics (1980): Commemorates both the skiing events and the USA “Miracle on Ice”
hockey win, stamped on Eisenhower dollars.

¢ Ronald Reagan Inauguration (1981): Released on Bicentennial Eisenhower Dollars, featuring a White
House engraving and the inauguration dates.

e George Washington 250th Birthday (1982): Bicentennial design with the founder’s dates and thirteen
stars.

e Freedom for the 52 American Hostages — 1981



1984 LA Summer Games

1984

Harry S Truman Centennial —

1979 International Year of the Child



Some of these coins were issued in editions as small as 100 or 200, with detailed packaging and certificates.
You can find more examples and images in numismatic references and on collector forums.

Artistic Collaboration and Edition Sizes
e Many designs credit Adam Cool for engraving and production.

e Most editions were strictly limited, ranging from a few hundred to about 2,000 pieces, with details such
as edition sizes and specifications documented for collectors.

e Allissues are marked with variation of Wacks' initials (e.g., “MRW” or “MW”), attesting to their
authenticity and provenance.



Honors and Legacy

Mel Wacks has been pivotal in linking numismatics to cultural memory, education, and interfaith appreciation.
His medals, counterstamps, and publications continue to enrich collections and scholarship worldwide, with the
Jewish-American Hall of Fame standing as a testament to his lifelong commitment to celebrating history

through numismatic art.




