Love Rock and Roll?

These numismatic collectibles are for you...

2008 Hard Rock Park — Rocker Bucks

"Rocker Bucks" were the proprietary currency used at the now-defunct Hard Rock Park amusement park
in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. They were physical notes that visitors used to make purchases within
the park.

Key facts about Rocker Bucks:

e Park-specific currency: Rocker Bucks were not used at other Hard Rock Cafe or Hard Rock
Casino properties. They were exclusively for the Hard Rock Park, which operated for one season in
2008 (five months).

e Collector's item: Since the park's closure, Rocker Bucks have become a collector's item and are
sometimes listed on auction sites like eBay. They were sold in various denominations, such as $1
and $5. There are no printing volumes and not readily available in the marketplace.

e Distinct from other Hard Rock rewards: Rocker Bucks are different from the "Unity Points" that
are part of the current Hard Rock rewards program. Unity Points are digital and can be earned and
redeemed across multiple Hard Rock locations, including hotels, casinos, cafes, and online
shops.
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History of the Park

Hard Rock Park was the world's first rock-and-roll-themed amusement park, opening in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina, in April 2008. Despite innovative attractions and significant investment, the park suffered
from under-capitalization and the 2008 global economic crisis, leading to bankruptcy just five months
after opening. It reopened in 2009 as Freestyle Music Park under new ownership with a broader music

theme but closed permanently after the 2009 season.

The Concept and Opening (2008)

World's First: Hard Rock Park was unique as the first major theme park built from scratch in the
U.S. in decades and the first entirely themed around music.

Music-Themed Lands: The park featured themed areas, including Classic Rock, Cool Country,
World Rhythms, and Born in the USA.

Innovative Attractions: It offered cutting-edge rides like the Led Zeppelin — The Ride roller coaster
with onboard audio and Nights in White Satin: The Trip, a sensory dark ride.

High Expectations: With a massive $400 million investment, the park opened with significant
fanfare and professional input, but many advisors cautioned against the project, according to
International Theme Park Services.

Financial Struggles: A primary cause of failure was the park's vast under-capitalization.

2008 Economic Crisis: The timing of the park's opening coincided with the 2008 global economic
crisis, which drastically reduced tourism and consumer spending.

Competition: The park also faced immense pressure competing with established giants like
Disney World and Universal Studios.

Short Life: Hard Rock Park was forced to file for bankruptcy in September 2008, closing its gates
after only five months of operation.

The Revival and Permanent Closure (2009)

Freestyle Music Park: In 2009, a new ownership group attempted to save the park, rebranding it
as Freestyle Music Park.

New Focus: The effort involved removing the Hard Rock branding and broadening the music
theme.

Second Failure: Despite the changes, the park continued to face financial challenges and closed
permanently at the end of the 2009 season.

A Cautionary Tale: The story of Hard Rock Park serves as a well-documented case study of
ambitious ventures failing due to economic uncertainty and inadequate financial planning. Many
of the park's coasters were sold to parks in Vietnam, while the site eventually became home to a
FedEx building.



