Theme Collecting Focus — Stone Mountain, Atlanta Georgia

A lot of collectors collect by theme: Animals on Coins, National banknote collectors often collect by state, and some
collect only crown sized coins. This story focuses on one of those themes — Stone Mountain. We will start with the most
famous, the 1925 Stone Mountain Commemorative Half Dollar.

The Stone Mountain Half Dollar

The Stone Mountain Memorial half dollar was an American fifty-cent piece struck in 1925 at the Philadelphia Mint. Its main purpose
was to raise money on behalf of the Stone Mountain Confederate Monumental Association for the Stone Mountain

Memorial near Atlanta, Georgia. Designed by sculptor Gutzon Borglum, the coin features a depiction of Confederate generals Robert
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson on the obverse and the caption: "Memorial to the Valor of the Soldier of the South" on the reverse. The
piece was also originally intended to be in memory of the recently deceased president, Warren G. Harding, but no mention of him
appears on the coin.

In the early 20th century, proposals were made to carve a large sculpture in memory of General Lee on Stone Mountain, a huge rock
outcropping. The owners of Stone Mountain agreed to transfer title on condition the work was completed within 12 years. Borglum,
who was, like others involved, a Ku Klux Klan member, was engaged to design the memorial, and proposed expanding it to include a
colossal monument depicting Confederate warriors, with Lee, Jackson, and Confederate President Jefferson Davis leading them.

The work proved expensive, and the Association advocated the issuance of a commemorative half dollar as a fundraiser for the
memorial. Congress approved it, though to appease Northerners, the coin was also made in honor of Harding, under whose
administration work had commenced. Borglum designed the coin, which was repeatedly rejected by the Commission of Fine Arts.

The Association sponsored extensive sales efforts for the coin throughout the South, though these were hurt by the firing of
Borglum in 1925, which alienated many of his supporters, including the United Daughters of the Confederacy. A 1928 audit of the
fundraising showed excessive expenses and misuse of money, and construction halted the same year; a scaled-down sculpture was
eventually completed in 1970. Because of the large quantities issued—over a million remain extant—the Stone Mountain Memorial
half dollar remains inexpensive compared with other U.S. commemoratives.

The mintage figures are 1,314,709 regular issues. There are Four varieties:

Regular Issue

Doubled Die Obverse 3) Doubled Die Reverse

Doubled Die Obverse and Reverse (same dies as above, just on the same coin)



There were also counter stamped coins created to assist sales. These are quite often more expensive and harder to find.

1924-1927 Stone Mountain Fund Raising Medals

These medallions were part of the fundraising efforts to raise money to create a Confederate
Memorial at Stone Mountain, Georgia. The initial effort to raise funds for the Memorial through the
selling of a numismatic item was the issuance of a bronze Children's Founders Roll medal. The medal
was designed by Gutzon Borglum and sold from 1924 to 1925. These were sold for $1.00 to children
under 19 in honor of a Confederate soldier. In addition to receiving a medal, the child's and honoree's
names were inscribed in a Book of Memory to be housed in a proposed Memorial Hall to be carved
into the base of the mountain below the carving.

1924 Gutzon Medal — 32mm — Bronze — Estimated Mintage is less than 8000. Struck by
Whitehead & Hoag

A second fundraising effort was started by the sculptor, Augustus Lukeman. He designed a medal
that was offered in three versions. The central obverse device on all the Lukeman medals are the
figures of Davis, Lee and Jackson as designed by Lukeman. The device on the reverse is an image
of the entrance to the proposed Memorial Hall, which was never built. The first Lukeman medal was a
Children's Founders Roll medal and was sold for $1.00 from 1925 to 1927. The obverse legend reads
"Children's Founders Roll Stone Mountain Confederate Memorial ". The second medal offered was a
Living Veteran's Roll medal available for $5.00 to Confederate veterans. This medal had the same
devices, with "Living Veterans™ replacing "Children's Founders" in the obverse legend and is gold



plated. Additionally, the initials "U.C.V." (United Confederate Veterans) and date "1927" are struck
into the lower reverse. The third medal was available for $5.00 to adults who were not veterans and
was designated a "Gold Star" medal. The Living Veterans and Gold Star medals were sold in 1927.

1927 Lukeman Medal “Children’s Founder Roll”’- 32mm — Bronze — Mintage 35,622. Struck by
Whitehead & Hoag

1927 Lukeman Medal “Living Veteran’s Roll”’- 32mm — Gold Plated Bronze — Mintage 3,500.
Struck by Whitehead & Hoag

Although the proposed Memorial Hall was never carved into the mountain, the participant's names
were entered into a Book of Memory. The book is now kept in the Stone Mountain Collection at the
Manuscript and Rare Book Library at Emory University in Atlanta. There are 3,500 names inscribed in
the Living Veteran's Roll section and 35,622 names inscribed in the Children's Founders Roll section.
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1970 Commemorative Medal Issues

The congressional act that authorized the Stone Mountain medals of 1970 was Public Law 91-254, enacted
on May 14, 1970. This law was based on Senate Bill S.3435 during the 91st Congress.

The act authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish up to 500,000 medals to the Stone Mountain Memorial
Association in commemoration of the completion of the carvings on Stone Mountain, Georgia, which depict
heroes of the Confederacy. The medals were to be treated as national medals under U.S. law and were to be
produced at no less than the estimated cost of manufacture.

The striking of these medals by the Philadelphia mint (US Mint) celebrates the dedication of the Stone Mountain
Confederate Memorial, begun nearly 50 years earlier by Gutzon Borglum, who also created Mount Rushmore.
This is one of the largest known exposed granite carvings in the world. Abram Belskie served as designer-
sculptor of this medal issue. They were sold as matched and numbered sets; One medal of each size and metal.
An initial order of 500 sets were struck. The large and silver could be ordered separately and 1500 of each were
struck on the first order. No more than 4000 of the matched sets and 4000 each of the individual silver medals
were to be struck, with fewer actually struck. All US Mint versions carry the “P” mintmark on the reverse and are
numbered on the edge.
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US Mint Bronze
76mm
7.67 oz.
Mintage 500

US Mint Bronze
40mm
1.086 oz.
Mintage 500

()

US Mint Silver
76mm
8.75 0z .925 fineness
Mintage 1500




()

US Mint Silver
40mm
1.295 oz. .925 fineness
Mintage 1500

The Medallic Art Company produced medals that are almost duplicate to the US Mint made medals with the
exception that they are slightly smaller. These versions also appear to be in higher relief than the US Mint ones.
The most prominent difference is the US Mint versions vs. the MACO versions is the US Mint versions carry the
“P” mintmark on the back and the MACO versions bear Medallic Art Co. N.Y. on the edge. All Medallic Art Co.
(MACO) versions are also numbered on the edge except the bronze issues. It is interesting to note that some
consider the MACO medals to not be “official’ commemorative medals as they were produced prior to
congressional authorization.

()

Medallic Art Co. Bronze
70mm
7.39 oz.
Mintage Unknown

()

Medallic Art Co. Bronze
38mm
1.368 oz.
Mintage Unknown




()

Medallic Art Co. Silver
70mm

8.02 oz. .999 fineness

Mintage Approx. 1500

Medallic Art Co. Silver
38mm

1.485 oz. .999 fineness

Mintage Approx. 1500

()

Unknown Maker
Close copy of the others
48 mm
Gold Plated over base metal
Mintage Unknown




The 1976 National Governors' Conference Official

Bicentennial Medals

Produced by the Franklin Mint

Mintage of 6,977 sets

Each set included 50 sterling silver medals, one for each U.S. state, and was presented in a
fitted album. Each medal was also paired with a commemorative first day of issue cover stamp

and personalized with the owner's name and address.

1977 TAMS (Token and Medal Society) Medals

Medals created for the Token and Medal Society annual meeting in Atlanta Georgia in 1977

Obverse: Depiction adapted from the carving on Stone Mountain by Gutzon Borglum
Reverse: Standard Token and Medal Society logo with founding date
Diameter: 38 mm
Manufacturer: The Franklin Mint

"According to CIiff Mishler’s president’s message in the October 1977 TAMS Journal, “Total production
amounted to just 135 proof bronze, 115 proof silver and 70 antique finished silver pieces, plus the specimens
of each version reserved by The Franklin Mint for its archives.”

It was discovered that the Franklin Mint retained 2 each for their archives.



Bronze

Silver Proof

Antique Silver



1987 American Numismatic Association Convention

Medals created for the annual convention held in Atlanta Georgia in 1987

Obverse: Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee on horseback to left (from the Stone Mountain commemorative half
dollar design which was adapted from the carving on Stone Mountain by Gutzon Borglum); Stone Mountain at
top, 1987 at top left; AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION / 96TH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION around
periphery. The sculptor's initials, MM, are in the field at right.

Reverse: The Bureau of Engraving and Printing building (Washington, D.C.) in center; cherry blossom branches
above, Tidal Basin below; with BEP in script at left; 125 YEARS OF / SERVICE THROUGH / PEOPLE AND
TECHNOLOGY / 1862-1987 at lower right; ANA SALUTES THE BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING
around upper periphery. The BEP building scene is adapted from a souvenir card issued by the BEP to
commemorate its 125th anniversary in 1987.
Diameter: Small Medals — 31mm

Large Medal — 57mm

Manufacturer: Medallic Art Company

Sculptor: Marla Merantes, Medallic Art Company

(D
999 Silver & Bronze Set
Serially numbered

Mintage: 200
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Large Bronze Medal

Mintage: 150

Bronze Badge

Mintage: 1000




Landmarks of America Medal series

LANDMARKS OF AMERICA GAME was a promotional game issued by the Sun Oil Company in 1969. This was an instant
winner game with collectible game pieces. With each visit to a participating Sunoco gas station, customers received an
aluminum game 'coin' (more accurately, 'medallion') depicting one of twenty famous United States landmarks. There was no
prize for collecting all twenty coins, but some coins have INSTANT WINNER on the back in which case the player instantly
won a prize.

There were four prizes available in the game; cash in the amounts of $1, $5 and $20, and a beautiful 20-piece set of bronze
medals with the same designs as the aluminum game coins. The bronze prize set came with a mounting board and a pamphlet

describing the twenty landmarks.

The game started about November 11, 1969 and ended February 14, 1970. Over 2,500 Sunoco gas stations participated, but
only in the states of Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan and Indiana.

The Franklin Mint produced the game coins, prizes, and all the promotional materials. There are twenty different landmark
coins, plus four 'instant winner' varieties, for a total of twenty-four different aluminum game coins in the series. This was the
last oil company promotional game produced by The Franklin Mint.

20 different medal types were produced in Aluminum (23,000,000 million minted) with 4 different “Instant Winner” medals
(315,000 Minted)

20 Different medal types were produced in Bronze (100,000 minted)

Both Medals are struck with the same dies.

Obverse: Depiction adapted from the carving on Stone Mountain by Gutzon Borglum

Reverse - Aluminum: “Sunoco” logo and “Landmarks of America” in the silhouette of the continental US
Reverse - Bronze: “Landmarks of America” in the silhouette of the continental US

Diameter: 26 mm

Manufacturer: The Franklin Mint

Stone Mountain
Aluminum Medal
Mintage 1,134,250
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Stone Mountain
Bronze Medal

Mintage 100,000
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The following medals were sold in the gift shop over the years. Since these were made for or at the park,

designer, maker or mintage information is not known.. Nonetheless, these are fun to collect, especially with the
carving on them.

[D Unknown Maker
Giant Lucky Penny
68 mm
Bronze
Mintage Unknown )
./




