
 

                                     
The Confederate Mining Company (C.M.C.), based in Cowpens, South Carolina, has a unique 
and somewhat niche place in modern American mining history. 

Origins and Development 

The company was founded in the 1990s and gained attention when it applied for a lease on federal land 
to mine for gold, rare move, especially east of the Mississippi River. After years of environmental studies 
and paperwork, C.M.C. became the first company to mine gold on federal land east of the Mississippi. 

By 2010, it was the only legally operating gold mine in South Carolina. The company’s operations were 
centered around Cowpens, a small town with Revolutionary War significance, and they embraced a blend 
of historical reverence and artisanal craftsmanship in their branding. 

Commemorative Coins and Token/Medals 

One of the most distinctive aspects of C.M.C. was its decision to mint commemorative coins using gold 
from its own mine. These coins were: 

• Hand-struck using primitive methods: gold was melted, hammered into blanks, and stamped 
between hand-cut dies. 

• Limited in number: Only 104 gold coins were minted annually. 

• Designed with historical motifs: The obverse often featured a Palmetto tree, echoing early 
South Carolina militia buttons and dispensary bottles from the 1800s. The reverse typically 
showed crossed mining picks, the initials CMC, and a small “c” mint mark for Cowpens. 

Each year, the design changes slightly, making the coins collectible. The 2011 version, for instance, 
included Roman numerals (MMXI) and a more stylish Palmetto design. 

Legacy 

While not a major industrial player, the Confederate Mining Company carved out a niche by 
combining local history, artisanal minting, and small-scale gold mining. Its coins and tokens are now 
considered collectibles, especially among numismatists interested in Southern Americana. 



 
 

Below is a list of known Medals/Tokens/Coins, approximate mintages (if known) and values and 
obviously, subject to change based on precious metal values and availability. Pictures added with Medal 
#’s for easy Identification. They were known to hand strike many different items with all metal types, so 
some medals listed “probably” exist outside of this list. 

 



 

        

CM-1a – 2010 Type 1                           CM-1b – 2010 Type 1 Alloy              CM-1c – 2010 Type 1 Copper 

                                                    

CM-1d – 2010 Type 1 Gold                                                                                CM-3a – 2011 Type 11 Silver 

          

CM-3c – 2011 Type II Copper                                        CM-3b – 2011 Type II Alloy 

          

CM-3d – 2011 Type II Heptagon                                                                  CM-3e – 2011 Type II Silver & Gold 



 

                                                  

CM-3f – 2011 Type II Gold 10gm            CM-3g – 2011 Type II Gold 20gm        CM-3h – 2011 Type II Gold 30gm 

 

 

            

CM-6b – 2012 Type III Copper                                                  CM-6c – 2012 Type III Brass 

 

 

                               

CM-6a – 2012 Type III Silver                                                               CM-6d – 2012 Type III Gold 



 

                                                                               

CM-7a – 2012 SC Militia Silver                                                                             CM-7c – 2012 SC Militia Copper 

 

             

CM-7b – 2012 SC Militia Silver Alloy                                            CM-7d – 2012 SC Militia Silver Heptagon 

                                                                                       

CM-7e – 2012 SC Militia Gold                                                                            CM-8a – 2012 Palmetto Guard D1 Silver 



 

                                  

CM-8d – 2012 Palmetto Guard D1 Copper                                       CM-8b – 2012 Palmetto Guard D1 Silver 20g 

 

                              

CM-8c – 2012 Palmetto Guard D1 Alloy     CM-8e – 2012 Palmetto Guard D1 Gold       CM-9a – 2012 Palmetto Guard D2 Silver 

             

CM-9d – 2012 Palmetto Guard D2 Silver Heptagon                   CM-9e – 2012 Palmetto Guard D2 Lead 

                                                                

CM-10a – 2012 Silver Palmetto                                                                        CM-10c – 2012 Gold Palmetto 



 

                                        

CM-11a – 2012 SC Secession    CM-12a – 2012 NC Secession     CM-12b – 2012 NC Secession Copper 

 

 

 

              

CM-13a – 2013 GA Secession                                                      CM-14b – 2015 Palmetto Guard Copper 

 

 

 

            

CM-15a – 2015 Chain & Palmetto Tree Copper                   CM-15a – 2015 Chain & Palmetto Tree Silver 

 



 

       

                CM-16a – 2016 Rota Pretium Vult Silver (The wheel wants a price) 

 

                                             

CM-2a – 2010 Lead 600 gr                              CM-2b – 2010 Lead 200 gr                 CM-4 – 2011 Copper 124 gr 

 

                                                                                      

CM-5 – 2011 Lead 1 Pound                                                                                 1 Troy Pound Gold Ingot   

 



 
 

 

Thank you for checking us out! These are quite unique and collectible. The CMC used to set-up at coin 
shows and allowed people to strike their own coins. I’m quite sure this list is incomplete. If you have any 
other material you wish for me to include, please send a description and pictures and I will add it. 
Gator29063@aol.com   

There were MANY one-off strikes, so I expect there are a lot more out there. Keep collecting! 
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