


The Jefferson Nickel replaced the highly popular Buffalo Nickel,
which was first struck in 1913. By law, design changes for any given
denomination were resiricted for a period of 25 years. Thus, it was
not until 1938 that it was first possible to change the nickel’s design.

The Treasury Department announced a public competition early that
year to select the new design. According to the rules of the competition,
the obverse was to feature “an authentic portrait” of Thomas Jefferson,
3rd president of the United States from 1801 to 1809. The reverse had to
feature “a representation of Monticello—Jefferson’s historic home near
Charlottesville.”



A total of 390 different designs were
submitted for the competition. The
winning model was prepared by Felix
O. Schlag. He was awarded the sum
of $1,000 for his winning design. Some
changes to his submitted design
were made, including replacing the
stylistic lettering with a more formal
style, and replacing his three-quarters
view of Monticello with a more static
one. A palm free which originally
appeared was also removed.
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»Final Design

»The final design for the Jefferson Nickel featured an elegant bust of
Thomas Jefferson facing to the left on the obverse. As required by law,
the motto “IN GOD WE TRUST" appears in front of Jefferson. Behind, is
the word “LIBERTY"” and the date. The reverse, besides the previously
mentioned depiction of Monticello, included the inscription “E
PLURIBUS UNUM" above Jefferson's home and “MONTICELLO,” “FIVE
CENTS,” and “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" below.

»Felix O. Schlag’s modified obverse and reverse designs were used
without interruption from 1938 to 2003. In the following year,

the Westward Journey Nickels would bring both temporary and
permanent changes o the series. The original obverse was used in
2004, paired with two different, newly prepared reverse designs. In
2005, a new obverse was used together with two more different
reverse designs. Finally, in 2006, a second new obverse design was
intfroduced and paired with the original reverse. This combination has
been used for all subsequent years.




New Collectible

» Collector versions were produced in
.999 silver for the Full Step Nickel Club
(FSNC) in 2002 using the original winning
design submitted by Felix Schlag.

The FSNC obtained the original design
and had 1,938 sets of Matte and Proof
finish pieces produced.

»Most sets were numbered and slabbed
by SEGS (Sovereign Entities Grading
Service) by Larry Briggs




One Losing design

CHRISTIAN ARPAD JAKOBB

Hungarian born sculptor. | think we need a pattern restrike of this design



Another Losing Designe

THE FRANS HEJDA (OR WAS IT) 1938 ORIGINAL DESIGN



The story of the Frans Hejda nickel is:

In 1994 Stacks auctioned off two 11' uniface plaster models
that were identifies from the Dutch designer, Frans K Hejda
that had been submitted for the 1938 competition.

The plasters sold for $4,180. As the story
goes (per Coincraft of London) a European e e
dealer purchased the plasters and had dies > BN = ‘J\%‘EEE
produced (reduced) from them. and had ' o
1,998 pieces of proof quality, sterling silver
strikes made in honor of the 60th
anniversary of the competition and the
dies were destroyed. In 2002 the firm still
had a few pieces left for sale at 34.50 ‘ o 7 e SR
pounds (about $62+ in US $) 93877 1 S Q47 cv;.;_‘;‘aﬂ_‘?i '
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That is NOT the end of this story...

The 1938 nickel competition submission is not from Frans Karel Hejda as it is most often and erroneously
ascribed, but rather the father and son team of William (Wilhelm) and Frank Hejda.

Lo and behold, on Dec 18, 2017, a person on CoinCommunity.com posted personal information of this
piece attributing it to Wilhelm and Frank Hejda, relatives of his wife. Wilhelm Hejda is a well-known
Austrian sculptor and medalist who lived from May 26, 1868, to January 19, 1942, being born and passing
in Vienna. His son Franz lived in the US and may have been the reason for their entry into the competition.

16 years after the Aug 2001 Heritage sale, this mystery is solved, and this piece is attributed to a famous
sculptor. What a nice outcome.

proof

5.28g.
925 silver
21.4mm




What we are left with Is some
Cool “Pattern” Restrikes

If you collect Jefferson nickels, these are “must haves”

2002

Full Step Nickel Club
999 Silver Matte Finish
Mintage 1938

2002

Full Step Nickel Club
.999 Silver Proof Finish
Mintage 1938

As of July 2025, these are trending at $180 each
and $600 for a numbered set

1998

Hejda Design

.925 Sterling Proof Finish
Mintage 1998

As of July 2025, these are trending at $189-$250



Did the Hejda design really lose?

Thanks for listening, now go out there and collect!
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